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made out, I would add all proper persons, hoping that
some may be induced, by that very circumstance, to act,
who will not apply to have their names inserted.  I must
further request you to communicate with His Excellency
on the subject and to know his pleasure. I enclose a letter
which I think requires attention.   I have repeatedly said
to you that I am persuaded government ought at present
to take much more on itself in this country than it does
in England. If there is any truth in the matter stated in this
letter it is a case which I think government ought to
enquire into rigorously.   Compromising felonies is the
great misfortune of this country.  Indeed, compromising
offences of every description (even the most enormous) is
too much practised and countenanced by magistrates.  I
think it useful to shew the country that they may be
better governed than they have been, and that those to
whom the government is entrusted will be rigorous in
enforcing the Laws.  If general obedience to law can be
once compelled through the Country,  the advantage
which the people will feel from that general obedience
will induce them to wish to enforce it.   At present in
many parts of the Country the people do not know what
sort of happiness it is to live under the protection of the
law. It is a happiness which they have never experienced
and of which they have never heard because it was never
enjoyed by their forefathers.  Shew them that the Union
will produce to them this happiness and they will soon
feel die advantage of the Union.  I am sure three or four
thousand pounds spent in such prosecutions for three or
four years to come will tend as much to keep the country
in order as ten Regiments, and the expense will be much
less. But you must have the Military ever ready to assist
the Magistrates and you must let the Magistrates know
that the military will give that assistance, and that the
plea of inability to enforce the law will not be admitted
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